
 

The 10th annual “Taste of Brooklyn and All That Jazz” Fundraiser, which benefited the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce’s Scholarship & Education Fund, took place on Saturday, February 27, 
2016.  The event was a huge success in raising over $6,000 for the fund!  We had over 225 
people in attendance, which is the most we have ever had!  “Taste of Brooklyn and All That 
Jazz” took place at Agostino’s Catering and Event Center and featured the Brooklyn High 
School Jazz Band and the culinary expertise of many local restaurants and businesses.  For the 
10th year in a row, Sean Sullivan and the Brooklyn High School Jazz Ensemble amazed every-
one in attendance with their music.  They are truly an amazing group of students!  The event 
also included 50/50 and raffle basket tickets for sale.  A silent auction took place to win one of 
three framed Jim Ptacek prints. 
 
A special thanks to Joe Gallo and his staff at Agostino’s Catering and Event Center for providing 
the venue for the event.  He also donated food, valet parking, table cloths, décor, plates, 
etc.  Joe truly went out of his way to make this year’s event a spectacular evening for everyone! 
I would also like to thank all of the dedicated volunteers who helped in making this event a suc-
cess:  Joe Gallo and his staff (Agostino’s Catering and Event Center); Denise Christescu, Chris-
tine Ferraro, Leslie Racy, & Carol Varga (Westbrook Village Apts/K&D);  David Hill (Dollar 
Bank); Chris Ellis (Hampton Inn); Andi & Cindy Udris (City of Brooklyn); Jessica Cliff (U.S. Shuai 
Chiao Kung Fu Academy West); David Nodge (Brooklyn Adults Activities Center); Karen & Matt 
Kirsh (FirstEnergy); Mark & Sue Gleichauf, Sean Sullivan, & Laura Baker (Brooklyn City 
Schools);  
 
The Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce is so thankful for all the people and businesses that do-
nated their food, time, and space to make the “Taste of Brooklyn and All That Jazz” such a huge 
success.  We look forward to working with all of you next year!  Click here to view pictures from 
this year’s event… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPONSORS 
 

Agostino’s Catering & Event Center 
 

Andy Celcherts 
 

Dollar Bank 
 

Ferrous Metal Processing Co. 
 

FirstEnergy  
 

Hampton Inn Brooklyn 
 

Jinisha Patel, State Farm Insurance & 
Financial Services 

 
KeyBank Operations Center 

 
LaVilla Conference and Banquet Center 

 
Mayor Katie Gallagher and Family 

 
North Shore Gastroenterology Inc. 

 
Richard and Barbara Balbier 

 
Ridge Park Square 

 
Teamsters Local 436 

 
The Floor King 

 
The Frey Family 

 
Wally’s Auto Service 

 

FOOD VENDORS 
 

Agostino’s Catering & Event Center 

Aldo’s 

Applebee's 

Boston Market 

Buffalo Wild Wings  

Cliff's Catering 

Polaris Career Center 

Rockne’s 

Sheetz 

Skyline Chili 

DONATIONS  

 

Agostino’s Catering & Event Center  

Ameriflag  

Boston Market  

Brooklyn Adult Activities Center/ Cuyahoga County 

 Board of Developmental Disabilities 

Brooklyn City Schools  

Brooklyn High School Jazz Ensemble  

Marco’s Pizza  

Richard & Barbara Balbier   

Sean Sullivan 

The Sausage Shoppe  

U.S. Shuai Chiao Kung Fu Academy West 

Westbrook Village Apts./K&D Staff   
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This section is dedicated to giving you tips on how to get the most of our partnership 
with ChamberMaster.  We hope you find them useful!! 
 
Mastering ChamberMaster by posting job openings!   
 
This section is dedicated to giving you tips on how to get the most of our partnership with Cham-
berMaster.  We hope you find them useful!! 
 
Do you have a job vacancy that must be filled?  
Looking for new employees?  
Do you want to reach an employee pool from outside our area?  
It's free! It’s easy! It's included in your membership! 
Post your job openings on www.brooklynohiochamber.org  
 
Log into your chamber member portal to list your employment opportunities! 

• Access www.chamberlogin.com 
• Enter your login name and password. 
• Click Job Postings in the left-hand menu. 
• Click Add a Job Posting. 
• Complete the fields in the Add a New Job Posting screen. 
• Click Submit for Approval. 
 

Upon approval, your job posting will appear on our website within your Member Information 
Page and by category in a special location for job postings. Serious job seekers will take note of 
jobs posted on the Chamber’s website by active chamber members like you. 
Enter your login name and password to gain access to all of these features, update your infor-
mation and more at www.chamberlogin.com.  If you need your login information, please contact 
Valerie Thompson.   

Try it out and contact us with additional questions or for more information. 

 

Click here for information on this year’s Brooklyn Relay for Life on June 

18th including basic information about Relay, the steps to start a team, meeting 

dates, and information about the luminary ceremony.  The event is being held at the John M. Coyne 

Recreation Center from noon to midnight.  We hope you consider starting up a team or attending the 

event!!  



 

Thank you to Mayor Katie Gallagher & Westbrook Village Apartments… 
 
On February 18th, our monthly luncheon was held at Westbrook Village Apts./K&D.  Mayor Katie Gallagher 
was our speaker.  She gave the annual State of the City address to those in attendance.  For a synopsis on 
what the Mayor spoke about in her State of the City address, click on the link below:  
http://www.brooklynohio.gov/en-US/mayors-office.aspx.   
 
The Chamber would like to thank Mayor Gallagher for taking time out of her busy schedule to speak to our 
membership.  We would also like to thank the Mayor and the City of Brooklyn for all that they do to support 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce!    
 
The Chamber would also like to personally thank Denise Christescu and her staff for all the hard work they 

put into making that luncheon a success.  Along with donating the beverages, place settings, ice, etc., every-

one in attendance also received a special token to take back to their office.  It was a great place to have our 

luncheon! 

 

 

We are now accepting applications for our 2016 scholarships... 
 

The Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce that we will once again, be offering 3 
scholarships.  To celebrate the 10th anniversary of The Taste of Brooklyn, the scholarships have 
been increased and each will be awarded in the amount of $2,000! 
 
The first scholarship will be awarded to a graduating Brooklyn High School senior who currently 

resides in the City of Brooklyn and will be attending a recognized college or university full time in the fall.  The 
second and third scholarships will be available to any Brooklyn High School senior, Brooklyn or Old Brooklyn 
resident who will be attending a recognized college or university full-time in the fall.  We encourage you to 
pass this information along to anyone who may qualify! 
 
Completed packets must be postmarked by April 4, 2016.  Please click below for more information. 
 
Scholarship Criteria and Application 2016 
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On Sunday, March 13th, we hosted our 2nd Striving for Excellence event.  On Sunday, April 3rd we will be 
hosting our 3rd Striving for Excellence Event.  Our list was SO long this year that we needed to separate the 
Juniors from the Tiny Tigers to host TWO celebrations!  What an impressive group of students we have 
here!!   
 
The Striving for Excellence is something special that we do each year for our best of the best students! We 
have SO MANY students that do well in our program, but we want to reward the ones that are excelling in 
their academics as well as at home! Talk about a TRIPLE THREAT!  This event is by invitation only and is 
going to give ALL of our students an opportunity to Strive for Excellence to be able to participate in the future 
Striving for Excellence Events. We will be taking a handful of students to dinner and a movie to reward them 
for all of their hard work and efforts.  Some of the things that we look for in our students are: they must always 
be in uniform, they don’t take any shortcuts with the workout/ warm up, they are always respectful to the in-
structors and the school, they try their hardest regardless of what is happening, they aren’t distracted, they 
live out the student creed in class and outside of class. Invitations will be handed out in class the week before 
the event. Each student will also receive a certificate of achievement at dinner honoring their amaz-
ing accomplishments    
 
If you or your business is interested in sponsoring this event, please contact Jessica at 216-351-3222 or by 

email at kungfuacademywest@hotmail.com 

 

 

The Chamber would like to thank Sarah Romain with Proforma SR Marketing Solu-
tions for donating luncheon coupons to be used for those members who took ad-
vantage of the early bird special when paying their dues.  Sarah graciously de-
signed the coupons, printed, and shipped them at no cost to the Chamber.  We are 
lucky to have Sarah and Proforma as part of our organization!    
 
Proforma is a solutions-driven graphic communications company with a history of 

success connecting brands with consumers. While some companies simply provide products, Proforma pro-
vides integrated solutions that deliver your message, change perceptions and drive sales. Think of them as 
your full-service creative agency without the agency fees.   Proforma is able to provide promotional products, 
printing services, and business documents, just to name a few.  Contact Sarah Romain at 
sarah.romain@proforma.com or 440-759-0680 to find out what Proforma can do for you and your organization!  
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It is that time of year again…time to renew your membership to the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce.  2016 invoices have been emailed and mailed 
out several times.   Payment can be made by check or credit card. If inter-
ested in paying by credit card, please let Valerie Thompson know so she 
can send you the link.  Payment is due by April 1st.  Let us know if you 
have any questions or if you need a revised invoice to include the additional 
items.     

2016 Pedal Car Sponsors Needed… 
 
We are excited to announce that the Pedal Car Fundraiser is underway for the 7th year!   We are looking for 
people to purchase a kit, put the car together, and then paint it.  This is a great way to advertise your busi-
ness!  We will be filling orders on a first come, first serve basis!!  This fundraiser has proven to be very popular 
in the past. 

If you are interested in purchasing a pedal car kit, please let me know ASAP.  The cost is $150.  If you would 

like your car powder coated, there will be an additional charge of $40. 

We will be selling raffle tickets over the summer months and the winners will 

be drawn at our Picnic in the Park event on Saturday, August 13th at Brook-

lyn Memorial Park at 8pm.  The winner does not need to be present, but if 

they are, they get to have first pick of the cars. 

Check out the link below to see pictures of the pedal cars that were donated 

to us in 2015.  If you have any questions or if you are interested in purchas-

ing a kit, please let me know. 

http://brooklynohiochamber.org/photo-gallery/2015-pedal-car-fundraiser/  

 
 
 
 

Thank you to the following companies who are sponsoring a 
pedal car: 

 

CarTruck Packaging  

Horizon Education Centers  

Mars Trucking  

Memphis Kiddie Park 

Witwer Air Service  
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Join us on Thursday, April 14th for our monthly luncheon.  Kathy Smith with Lakenetwork.net will present on 
"Updating Your Website Presence: Websites in 2016".  She will cover the following topics: 
 

•Responsive design–“what?” What’s the best way to organize information on your site for maximum  
  effectiveness? What else should you plan to do, and why? 

• Design trends: Hamburgers to parallax scrolling 

• Usability: “Don’t make me think” takes some thinking 

• Call to action: “I want one” 

• Professionalism: From good copy to “wow!” 

• Security: Protect your site from bots & nerdlets gone bad 
 
The luncheon is being held at the Brooklyn Fire Station (8400 Memphis Ave).  Registration and networking 
begin at 11:30am and the luncheon will begin at 12noon.  Cost is $15 for members and $20 for non mem-
bers.  Hope to see you there!  Click here to register… 
 
 
Join us on Thursday, May 12th for our monthly luncheon.   We will be having several of our member banks, 

including Dollar Bank, Huntington Bank, and PNC on hand to present programs that they offer to small busi-

nesses. There will also be an open forum at the end of the presentations to give you an opportunity to ask 

questions on various banking topics.  The luncheon is being held at U.S. Shuai Chiao Kung Fu Academy 

(West), located at 6775 Memphis Ave.  Registration and networking begin at 11:30am and the luncheon will 

begin at 12noon.  Cost is $15 for members and $20 for non members.  Hope to see you there!  Click here to 

register…  

Lakenetwork.net 

Kathy Smith 

PO Box 1122 

Willoughby, Ohio 44096  

440-975-9580 

Email:  ksmith@lakenetwork.net  

Website: www.lakenetwork.net   

Sprint  

Adrienne Hanlon  

4744 Ridge Road  

Brooklyn, OH 44144 

216-741-3805 

Email:  adrienne.x.hanlon@sprint.com   

Website: www.sprint.com   



 

Contact Us: 

Phone: (216)  288-5484 

Email: 

exec@brooklynohiochamber.org 

We are on the web!  
www.brooklynohio 

chamber.org 

 

Are you a business owner interested in being considered for opportuni-

ties connected with the Convention? If so, sign up for the Cleveland 

2016 Host Committee Supplier Guide – at no cost to you. This resource 

is a guide for the RNC Committee on Arrangements and other entities 

interested in doing business locally for their Convention-related activi-

ties and events. There are more than 100 vendor categories that in-

clude everything from florists, bakeries, shoe repair, caterers, transpor-

tation, etc.  To register, please visit:  

www.2016cle.com/become-a-supplier 

 
 

 

Our 5
th

 annual, Picnic in the Park event is being held on 

Saturday, August 13
th

 at Brooklyn Memorial Park.  We are 

looking for exhibitors that would be interested in partici-

pating.  The cost is $25 for Chamber members and non-

profit organizations and $50 for non members and for 

profit organizations.  This is a great way to promote your business and/

or product, while interacting with the community.  If this is something 

you would be interested in, please contact Valerie Thompson and she 

can send you more information.  Feel free to pass this on to anyone 

who might be interested, as well!  

Officers 
 

PRESIDENT  
Chris Ellis 

 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

David Nodge 
 
 

TREASURER 

Jeff Suhay 
 
 

SECRETARY 

Valerie Thompson 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Andy Celcherts  

Brooklyn Resident  
 

Denise Christescu 
Westbrook Village Apts/K&D Group 

 
 

Jessica Cliff 
U.S. Shuai Chiao Kung Fu  Academy 

 
Chris Ellis  

Hampton Inn  
 
 

Mark Gleichauf 
Brooklyn City Schools  

 
David Hill  

Dollar Bank  
 
 

Karen Kirsh 
FirstEnergy 

 
Nick Maroulis  

Youth for Christ/Campus Life 
 
 

David Nodge 
Brooklyn Adults Activities Center/

Cuyahoga County Board of  
Developmental Disabilities 

 
Jennifer Piechowski 

Key Bank Operations Center 
 

Jeff Suhay 
PNC Bank  

 

 
Andi Udris 

City of Brooklyn  
 

Mayor Katie Gallagher  
Ex-Officio 

 



Beachwood Office & Loan Center
216-831-7801

Brecksville Office
440-526-0505

Independence Office
216-447-1505

Brooklyn Office
216-749-4725

2.59APR*

      Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Copyright © 2016, Dollar Bank, Federal Savings Bank.
*The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) shown is accurate as of 2/29/16 and is available to well qualified borrowers for a loan amount of $25,000, a term 
of  84 months, a loan-to-value (LTV) ratio of 80% or less and a debt-to-income ratio of 40% or less. APR includes a 1/4% discount with any one of several 
qualifying checking accounts and is not available for the refinance of an existing Dollar Bank loan, line, or mortgage unless the refinance includes $15,000 or 
more of new money available or advanced. Qualifying checking accounts are subject to certain terms and conditions that may change after account opening. 
Available for one to four family owner-occupied property only. Home Equity Loan transaction must result in first lien mortgage and cannot be a purchase money 
mortgage. The monthly payment per $1,000 borrowed is $13.03 for 7 years. Payment does not include taxes and insurance. Actual payment will be greater. 
Your actual APR may be higher based on the amount of your loan, loan-to-value, lien position, repayment term, and review of your credit. Other rates and terms 
are available. Rate and subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Property insurance is required. An appraisal may be 
required. If required, you will be charged the cost of the appraisal that will range from $75 - $400. Subject to Dollar Bank underwriting guidelines.

HEQ166_16 

Parma Office
216-661-7700

Parmatown Office
440-888-7400

Strongsville Office
& Loan Center

440-238-8080

Stow Office
& Loan Center

330-920-8200

Westgate Office
440-331-9494

Westlake
440-835-1400

No Closing Costs
On Any Home Equity Term Loan

7-Year Home 
Equity Loan
$25,000 Minimum 
Loan Amount

No Closing Costs with 
promo code 454

As low as

North Olmsted Office
& Loan Center

440-777-0016

Mentor Office
440-974-2785

Avon Office & Loan Center
440-937-3100

%









 
 

P.O. Box 44038 * Brooklyn, OH 44144 * (216)288-5484 * exec@brooklynohiochamber.org 

 

Dear Exhibitor,  

 

We would like to thank you for your past participation in the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce’s 

community events.  This year, we are planning our 5
th

 annual “Picnic in the Park” event.  The 

event will be held on Saturday, August 13
th

 from 1-8:30pm at Brooklyn Memorial Park.   

 

We are writing to you today because we wanted to give each exhibitor that participated in the 

past, the 1
st

 chance to participate this year.  If you are interested in being an exhibitor, please 

complete the attached form and return as soon as possible with payment, spaces are limited!   

Picnic in the Park is a family friendly celebration with live entertainment, children's activities, 

corn hole, food trucks, and more! We will have raffle baskets and chances at 50/50 tickets, along 

with Pedal Car raffle tickets.  Admission into the event is free! 

The cost to rent a space is $25 for Chamber members and nonprofit organizations and $50 for 

non Chamber members.  Unfortunately, electricity will not be available.  The size of the space 

is 10x10 and each exhibitor is responsible for providing their own table, chairs, tent, etc.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Valerie Thompson at 216-288-5484 or 

exec@brooklynohiochamber.org.   

 

Thank you and we look forward to working with you to make Picnic in the Park a success! 

 

Thanks,  

 

 
Valerie Thompson  

Assistant Director  

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce  

 



 
 

5th ANNUAL PICNIC IN THE PARK  

AUGUST 13, 2016  

1pm – 8:30pm  

 

EXHIBITOR REQUEST FORM  
 

 

Exhibitor Company Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________________________ State__________ Zip ___________________ 

 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Booth Description: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The cost to rent a space is $25 for Chamber members and nonprofit organizations and $50 for 

non Chamber members.  Unfortunately, electricity will not be available.  The size of the space 

is 10x10 and each exhibitor is responsible for providing their own table, chairs, tent, etc.   
 

 

Mail completed forms and payment to: 

 

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 

PO Box 44038  

Brooklyn, OH 44144 
 

 

Questions, contact Valerie Thompson  

Email: exec@brooklynohiochamber.org  

Phone:  216.288.5484 

www.brooklynohiochamber.org 


